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Systematic Theology Syllabus 

Pastor Brett Peterson

Know the Truth, live the Truth, proclaim the Truth

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course, we will study the major Theological truths in a systematic manner.  Holding to our mission, we will identify how to practically apply such truth in a way that it allows the student to integrate the classroom experience with practical ministry. 
        Thus, we will study systematic theology, in a manner that is both exegetically sound and relevant to the contemporary church. 



OBJECTIVES:

1. The student will be able to understand and explain Theological ideas and Biblical instruction and its fundamental methodology.

2. The student will be able to evaluate contemporary theological discussion from a biblical and exegetical perspective.

Student will have a grasp of the language of Theology.

Should be able to state the various positions on doctrinal issues and give a Biblical answer to refute or defend.

Develop a theological framework based solely on Biblical truth on which to build the rest of your schooling on.

Become familiar with the great theologians who have influenced the Church.

Be able to defend the Bible and the tenets of the Christian faith.

3. The student will be able to apply theology to contemporary Christian and Church problems.

4. The student will be able to summarize the mainstream positions of classical theology. 

MEETING PLACE AND TIME:

We will be meeting at the Rancho Santa Margarita Water District Building in the large conference room Sunday nights from 5:00-6:45 PM.  If you can’t make it or are running late, you must call me prior to class.  

 AVAILABILITY FOR CONSULTATION / QUESTIONS / PRAYER:

I will be available to discuss your internship.  I will always be available by phone.

Hm. 949-888-5777, Cell. 949-677-0903 or e-mail: pastorbrett@ccbcu.edu.
Videos of the class will be available on our website at:  www.ccbcu.edu  Follow the ‘Online’ link.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. READING
-Thiessen, Henry Clarence.  Lectures in Systematic Theology.  
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999

-Various Handouts


2. LECTURE
All lectures must be attended or viewed online via our Nautilus program.

3. RESEARCH / PAPER    A 7-10 page research paper will be due the last day of class.  


4. HOMEWORK
consisting of assigned reading, guided research, and presentations.
REQUIRED MATERIALS:

The textbook as described above under required reading.

3 ring notebook/binder, notepaper or laptop for taking notes, Bible, writing instrument.

~ Access to the Internet – you can use the computers in the lab at Coastland University for this ~

You will need Internet access for various homework assignments and research.
GRADING:

This course uses the grading system as defined in the Catalog and student handbook, ranging from an ‘A’ to an ‘F’.  

1. Class Attendance.

This is a must. It is, of course, expected that you will have read the required

material before you come to class (except for the first day). Class

participation (including attentiveness) is expected.

2. Research Paper

a. Identify a theological topic/question/issue/problem 

b. Explain the theological value involved and reflect on its meaning 

c. How does this theological concept affect the; 1. Individual believer, 2. The church.

The paper should be 10-15 pages in length. It is due on the 13th class at which time you may give a 5 minute presentation on your paper for extra credit.

You may submit this paper by email.

NOTE: A grade will be submitted only after the you have 1) turned in assigned homework, 2) submitted the term paper, and 3) watched the video for any missed live classes and turned in a summary of the class you missed.

 Weekly Schedule

	Class 
	Reading / Homework

	1
	Introduction

	2
	Thiessen Chapter 1,2  Trinity

	3
	Thiessen Chapter 3,4  God

	4
	Thiessen Chapter  5-7  Bibliology

	5
	Thiessen Chapter 8-12  Theology Proper

	6
	Class Chooses the Topic

	7
	Thiessen Chapter 13,14  Angeology

	8
	Thiessen Chapter 15-20  Anthropology

	9
	Thiessen Chapter 21-26  Christology

	10
	Thiessen Chapter 27-34  Soteriology

	11
	Thiessen Chapter 35-38  Ecclesiology

	12
	Thiessen. Chapter  39-47 Eschatology

	13
	Q&A

	14
	Papers Due  - Presentations for MA Students

	15
	Turn in Final Exam


Text

Thiessen, Henry Clarence.  Lectures in Systematic Theology.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999

Peterson, Brett.  Systematic Theology handout

Course Requirements

1. Class Attendance.

This is a must. It is, of course, expected that you will have read the required

material before you come to class (except for the first day). Class

participation (including attentiveness) is expected.

2. Research Paper

a. Identify a theological topic/question/issue/problem 

b. Explain the theological value involved and reflect on its meaning 

c. How does this theological concept affect the; 1. Individual believer, 2. The church.

The paper should be 10-15 pages in length. It is due on the 13th class, at which time you will give a 5 minute presentation on your paper.

You may submit this paper by email. All late papers are automatically reduced by one

letter grade.  With your permission, I will post it on the site ‘Bibliology.org’.

Final

The final is an open book, take home exam.

Contacting Me – Pastor Brett Peterson

Main Campus: 27635 Forbes Rd., Suite ‘L’, Laguna Niguel, CA. 92677

Telephone (cell): 949-677-0903

Email: pastorbrett@ccbcu.edu
1-800-TO-STUDY

http://www.ccbcu.edu
http://bibliology.org
Preface 
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Theology.  A word most Christians consider to be simply the academic ramblings of grey headed men from antiquity.  They think of debate and division.  Yet, as we grow in our knowledge of the Lord, our hearts yearn for more.  To know God.  Further, to be known by Him!  The systematic study of Theology is something every believer must do.  I believe this book will serve as a compass for your own study of God’s Word, and the great doctrines that form your belief system.  This is truly a Biblical-Systematic Theology!  

Strong said, “I believe these truths are science as well as truths of revelation; that the supernatural will yet be seen to be most truly natural; and that not the open-minded theologian, but the narrow-minded scientist will be obliged to hide his head at Christ XE "Christ" ’s coming.”  

              Augustus Hopkins Strong, D.D., LL. D.

Through exegetical study of God XE "God" ’s Word, we will develope the framework for a systematic theology that will be your foundation for a Biblical XE "Biblical"  belief system.  

If you are reading this, today begins your season of discovering God in a deeper, richer way.  The study of Theology can be the most rewarding study you will ever do.
The steps you take today and the decisions you make set the course for the rest of your life.  We have all heard advice like this since the time we started grade school.  “This will go on your permanent record.”  The good news is that you can change the course of the rest of your life today – you can start right now.  You can drift with the tide or raise your sails and start living the life God created you to live!  Unfortunatly, many Christians are still drifting.  The study of theology will help them recognize sound doctrine.  

Eph 4:14  says, “As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming”

This study will build your faith.  We are told in Ephesians 2:19-20  “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,  (20)  having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,”
There are no guarantees in life, but there is faith.  You have a choice as to what course you will take.

This book will help you discover the narrow path that leads to abundant life in Jesus Christ, and the absolute truth you can find in  His Word.  Many have diverted from sound doctrine, so it is imparitive that a new generation of Bible scholars arise and contend for the faith!  We are told in Timothy;

2Ti 4:3  “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires”

We need good theologians, who study God’s Word, and stay on the narrow road of discovering truth!  I pray that this will be just the beginning of a lifetime of study, and that through it all you learn how to ‘Stay the course’.

“When I talk about ‘staying the course’, I’m talking about living life to its fullest – celebrating each moment as the wind of God’s Spirit drives you on – it is adventure – it is discovery, it is experiencing the joy that God created you to live in.  This book will help you trim your sails, get your life on course, and discover the contentment of living in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ!”
There is nothing more awesome than a fine tuned sailing yacht traversing the stormy ocean, driven by the wind, able to withstand the perils of the sea.  I lived on a sailboat for two years and raced sailboats for over 8 years.  During that time, out there on the unforgiving ocean,  I learned the importance of staying on course.  Your have to constantly check your compass and trim your sails in order to keep moving in the right direction.  Inevitably, the ocean currents and the swells slowly take you off course – so you trim your sails and adjust the helm to compensate.  Are you on course today?  Or is it time to adjust your sails and get yourself back on track?  The systematic study of Biblical Theology is the best way to become grounded in your beliefs and grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and God.

Life is a lot like a sailboat race.  You do your best with the boat and the sails, but ultimately you rely on the wind to bring you home.  The word in the Bible  for ‘Spirit’ is the same word for ‘wind’.  In life you do your best, but only God’s Spirit can bring you home.  Without Jesus in your life, you simply drift with the current of popular thought, going no where fast.  When you allow Jesus to take the helm of your life, and His Spirit fills your sails, you begin to sail through life on a course destined to bring you contentment and peace.  

Many people today have everything they need, and yet they still do not have peace.  Their marriage is on the rocks, their children are in trouble, and the stress of their job is too much to bear.  Even more devestating than that, their Theology is based upon church tradition or man’s ideas rather than the Word of God.  The Bible contains the keys to turning your life around and getting your theology in line with what God intended us to know.

“…fight the good fight, keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith.”  I Timothy 1:18b & 19

God taught me what it means to keep the faith (in Jesus) and a good conscience (by doing your best with what God has given you).  If you have all faith but your life is not on the course, you will suffer shipwreck.  If you do all these great religious works and have a clear conscience, but lack faith, you will end up on the rocks.  We need both to be successful and experience abundant life in Christ.  

Jesus said in John 10:10  "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

It is in knowing God that you truly become ‘born again’ and experience life.  The best place to get to know God is by studying His revelation of Himself – the Bible & creation.

The Bible is the only religious book that has been authenticated by over 20,000 manuscripts and prophecy that was WORD for WORD fulfilled!  It is a foundation for the only true belief system. 

2 Timothy 3:16 'All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness' 

As we ‘keep the faith’ we must consider our task – it is beyond simply ‘having’ faith.  It suggests that we ‘guard the faith’.  

1Ti 6:20  “O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge"—

How can we guard what we don’t understand?  How can we understand if we don’t study?  We are compelled to study God’s Word.  We are driven to study theology!

The study of Theology is the scientific process of experiencing God through the written revelation in His Word, and the natural expression of Himself in the universe.  It is a great journey, and I pray this book will establish the absolute Truth revealed in scripture in your heart and mind so powerfully that you begin to make a stand for that truth.  That you begin to make an impact on the world through your diligence to know God and make Him known!

Be blessed as you seek and serve our Lord,

Pastor Brett Peterson

President, Coastland University

Senior Pastor, Living Water Fellowship

http://ccbcu.edu
http://living-water-fellowship.org
Class 1:  
Introduction

DEFINITION

·  THEOLOGY

·  theos- God

·  logos- word, study, discourse,understanding, universal rational

·  SYSTEMATIC

·  Synistemi, Synistano- comprehend, put together, organize-

· Systematic Theology is “that department or section of theology which is concerned with setting forth systematically, that is to say, as a organized whole, what is known concerning God.” Warfield, Studies in Theology, 91.

Theology then is the study of God and how He relates to the universe.  It is the scientific pursuit of understanding God.  It is the exploration of God’s revelation of Himself in the Bible (divine) and our experience (natural). Theology has been referred to as "fides quaerens intellectum" or "faith seeking understanding." 

The foundation for developing a sound theology is the absolute truth contained in the Bible.  It requires a hermeneutic that allows the theologian to extract Biblical truth without inserting his own feeling/beliefs into that truth.  ‘Hermeneutics’ can be defined as a scientific method of interpreting scripture.  It leads to ‘rightly dividing’ or ‘dissecting’ the truths in scripture.  I will give you a method of hermeneutical study near the end of the introduction.

OUR APRIORI:  Our ‘apriori’ is what we believe before we study something.  It is the filter we use to analyze any new truth.  A presupposition is to suppose beforehand.  Something which you presume to be true before you begin a study.  For example, the evolutionist presupposes that the Biblical XE "Biblical"  account of creation is false.  His apriori is that man has evolved through countless adaptations and slow genetic changes.  He looks at creation as myth.

Our presupposition is that the Bible is God XE "God" ’s Inspired Word.  We will discuss this at length in the chapter on ‘Bibliology’.  Our apriori becomes our dogma – something held as established fact we can hold to with certainty.  Within the Christian ‘dogma’ is the facts that God is manifest in the Father, the Son (who is also the Messiah), and the Holy Spirit.

To study theology we must believe that the human mind can comprehend the truths about God revealed in scripture.  We can never know God in His infinite totality, but we can know what He has revealed about Himself.  As we understand the truth,  it gives us the tools to recognize falsehood and contend against it.

Theology XE "Theology"  will provide you the tools to combat the two biggest enemies of truth:

First being human philosophy, and second, false religion.  Knowing what you believe and why you believe it is the goal of this class.  Also, that you may encounter God!

[image: image2.emf]4 types of Theology and what they cover:   I.EXEGETICAL   THEOLOGY    A.Books of the  Bible - Sole  source of Faith   B.Text of the  Bible   1. Bibliology   2.Textual  Criticism   3.Hermeneutics   4.Exegesis   C.Contents of  the Bible   1.Biblical  Archaeology   2.Biblical  History   3.Bib lical  Theology   4. Inductive  Study     --------------   Object:  Truth   Aim: biblical  interpretation  II.HISTORICAL    THEOLOGY   A.Ecclesi astical or  Church History   1.Chrono logical   2.Terri torial   3.Denomi national   B.Doctrinal  History -- History of  Doctrines     1. Based on  tr adition     2. Should not be  used to filter  Biblical Truth, yet  many (especially  reform theologians  make it mandatory  in their  interpretation of  Scripture.         --------------   Object:  tradition   Aim: historical  perspective   III.SYSTEMATIC   THEOLOGY    A.Apologetics   B.Dogmatics   1. Systematization  of Biblical truth   2. Developing  Doctrine in a  methodical way.   --------------   Object:  Doctrine   Aim: systematic    construction  IV.PRACTICAL    THEOLOGY   A.Homiletics   B.Liturgics   C. Evangelism   D. Ecclesiology   E. Benevolence                           --------------   Object: the Church as the  agency for    Pro claiming Truth   Aim: effective  equipping,  evangelizing, and serving    


SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGIES – Theologians and their Apriori – AN OVERVIEW

The codes indicate the broad theological tradition of the author. Single letters are: 

L = Liberal;

N = Neoorthodox; 

E = Evangelical; 

H = Revelation as History School; 

P = Process; 

Lib =Liberation Theology; and 

Nar = Narrative Theology. 

Codes with double letters break down in this way: the first letter indicates whether the work is 

conservative (C), 

moderate (M) or 

liberal (L); 

and the second letter indicates whether the work is Methodist (M), Catholic (C), Baptist (B),

Reformed/Presbyterian (R), Restoration Movement (Ch), Lutheran (L), Anglican/Episcopal (A)

or Evangelical (E).

Aulén, Gustaf. The Faith of the Christian Church. Philadelphia: Muhlenberg Press, 1948. (ML)

Barth, Karl. Church Dogmatics, 13 vols. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1936-1969. (N)

Bavinck, Herman. Our Reasonable Faith. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1956. (MR)

Beeck, Frans Jozef van. God Encountered: A Contemporary Catholic Systematic Theology, Vol.

1. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1989. (MC)

Berkhof, Hendrikus. Christian Faith. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979. (N)

Berkhof, Louis. Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1947. (CR)

Berkouwer, G. C. Studies in Dogmatics, 14 vols. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1955-1972. (MR)

Boff, Leonardo and Clodovis Boff. Introducing Liberation Theology. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis

Books, 1987. (Lib)

Boice, James Montgomery. Foundations of the Christian Faith. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity

Press, 1986. (CR)

Bloesch, Donald. Essentials of Evangelical Theology. 2 vols. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1978.

(LE)

Bloesch, Donald. Christian Foundations, 2 vols. Downer's Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1992,

1994. (LE)

Brunner, Emil. Dogmatics, 3 vols. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1949-1962. (N)

Buswell, James Oliver. A Systematic Theology of the Christian Religion, 2 vols. Grand Rapids:

Zondervan, 1962-63. (CR)

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion, 2 vols. Edited by John T. McNeill. Philadelphia:

Westminster Press, 1960. (CR)

Carter, Charles W., ed. A Contemporary Wesleyan Theology: Biblical, Systematic, and Practical,

2 vols. Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press (Zondervan), 1983. (CM)

Chafer, Lewis Sperry. Systematic Theology, 8 vols. Dallas: Dallas Seminary Press, 1947-1948.

(CB)

Cone, James H. A Black Theology of Liberation, 2nd ed. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1986.

(Lib)

Conyers, A. J. A Basic Christian Theology. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1995. (MB)

Cottrell, Jack. What the Bible Says About God the Creator, the Ruler and the Redeemer, 3 vols.

Joplin, MO: College Press, 1983-1987. (CCh)

Dabney, Robert L. Systematic Theology. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1985 reprint of 1878

edition. (CR)

Davis, John Jefferson. Foundations of Evangelical Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984. (CE)

DeWolf, Lotan Harold. A Theology of the Living Church. New York: Harper & Row, 1953. (LM)

DeWolf, Lotan Harold. The Case for Theology in Liberal Perspective. Philadelphia:

Westminster Press, 1959. (LM)

Donley, Jeffery. What the Bible Says About Basic Theology. Joplin, MO: College Press, 1988.

(CCh)

Dooyeweerd, Herman. A New Critique of Theoretical Thought, 7 vols. Philadelphia:

Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co., 1953-1958. (CR)

Dulles, Avery Robert. The Assurance of Things Hoped For: A Theology of Christian Faith. New

York: Oxford University Press, 1994. (MC)

Elwell, Walter A. Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984. (E)

Erickson, Millard J. Christian Theology. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998. (CB)

Evans, James, Jr. We Have Been Believers: An African-American Systematic Theology.

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992. (ME)

Fackre, Gabriel Joseph. The Christian Story, 2 vols. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984-1987. (Nar)

Finney, Charles. Finney's Lectures on Systematic Theology. Minneapolis, MN: Bethany

Fellowship, 1976 reprint of 1878 edition. (MM)

Finger, Thomas N. Christian Theology: An Eschatological Approach, 2 vols. Scottdale, PA:

Herald Press, 1985, 1989. (CB)

Garrett, James Leo. Systematic Theology: Biblical, Historical & Evangelical, vol. 1. Grand

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990. (CB)

Gollwitzer, Helmut. An Introduction to Protestant Theology. Philadelphia: Westminster Press,

1982. (N)

Griffin, David Ray and John Boswell Cobb, Jr. Process Theology: An Introductory Exposition.

Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1976. (P)

Grenz, Stanley J. Theology for the Community of God. Nashville: Broadman Press, 1994. (MB)
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Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology: An Introductory Course. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,

1994. (CR)

Gutiérrez, Gustavo. A Theology of Liberation, rev. ed. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1988. (Lib)

Hall, Francis Joseph. Dogmatic Theology, 10 vols. New York: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1907-

1922. (CC)

Hanson, Richard P. C. Reasonable Belief: A Survey of the Christian Faith. Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 1980. (MA)

Henry, Carl F. H. God, Revelation and Authority, 6 vols. Waco, Tx: Word Books, 1976-1983.

(CB)

Henry, Carl F. H., ed. Basic Christian Doctrine. New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1962.

(E)

Heppe, Heinrich. Reformed Dogmatics, rev. ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1978. (CR)

Herzog, Frederick. God-Walk: Liberation Shaping Dogmatics. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books,

1988. (Lib)

Hodge, Charles. Systematic Theology, 3 vols. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, n.d. (CR)

Hoeksema, Herman. Reformed Dogmatics. Grand Rapids: Reformed Free Publishing

Association, 1966. (CR)

Horden, William Edward. The Case for a New Reformation Theology. Philadelphia:

Westminster Press, 1959. (N)

Horton, Michael Scott. Putting Amazing Back into Grace: An Introduction to Reformed

Theology. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991. (CR)

Jansen, G. M. A. An Existentialist Approach to Theology. Milwaukee: Bruce Publishing Co.,

1966. (LC)

Jensen, Robert W. Systematic Theology, Volume 1: The Triune God. Oxford: University Press,

1997

Jewett, Paul. God, Creation, & Revelation: A Neo-Evangelical Theology. Grand Rapids:

Eerdmans, 1991. (LE)

Kaufman, Gordon D. In Face of Mystery: A Constructive Theology. Cambridge: Harvard

University Press, 1993. (L)

Knudson, Albert C. Basic Issues in Christian Thought. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1950. (LM)

Küng, Hans. Theology for the Third Millennium: An Ecumenical View. New York: Doubleday,

1988. (LC)

Kuyper, Abraham. Principles of Sacred Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1965. (CR)
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Lawson, John. Introduction to Christian Doctrine. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1980. (CM)

Lewis, Gordon R. and Bruce A. Demarest. Integrative Theology, 3 vols. Grand Rapids:

Zondervan, 1987-1993. (CB)

Lightner, Robert P. Evangelical Theology: A Survey and Review. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1986.

(CB)

McClendon, James William, Jr. Ethics: Systematic Theology, Vol. 1. Nashville: Abingdon, 1986.

(MB)

Macintosh, Douglas Clyde. Theology as Empirical Science. New York: Macmillan, 1919. (L).

Macquarrie, John. An Existentialist Theology. London: SCM, 1955. (L)

Migliore, Daniel L. Faith Seeking Understanding. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991. (N)

Miley, John. Systematic Theology, 2 vols. New York: Eaton and Mains; Hunt and Eaton, 1892-

1894. (MM)

Moltmann, Jürgen. Theology of Hope. New York: Harper & Row, 1967. (H)

Moody, Dale. The Word of Truth. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1981. (MB)

Morse, Christopher. Not Every Spirit: A Dogmatics of Christian Disbelief. New York: Trinity

Press, 1994.

Mueller, John T. Christian Dogmatics. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1934. (CL)

Mullins, E. Y. The Christian Religion in Its Doctrinal Expression. Philadelphia: Judson Press,

1917. (CB)

Murray, John. Collected Writings of John Murray, 4 vols. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust,

1976-1980. (CR)

Musser, Donald W. and Joseph L. Price, eds. A New Handbook of Christian Theology.

Nashville: Abingdon, 1992. (M)

Niebuhr, Reinhold. The Nature and Destiny of Man, 2 vols. New York: Scribner's, 1964. (N)

Packer, J. I. Concise Theology: A Guide to Historic Christian Beliefs. Wheaton: Tyndale House,

1993.

Peters, Ted. God-The World's Future: Systematic Theology for a Postmodern Era. Philadelphia:

Fortress Press, 1991. (ML)

Pohle, Joseph. Dogmatic Theology, 12 vols. St. Louis: B. Herder Book Co., 1929-1934. (CC)

Oden, Thomas C. Systematic Theology, 3 vols. London: Harper & Row, 1987-1992. (MM)

Ott, Ludwig. Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma, 6th ed. St. Louis: B. Herder Book Co., 1964.
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(CC)

Pannenberg, Wolfhart. Basic Questions in Theology, 2 vols. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1971. (H)

Pannenberg, Wolfhart. Introduction to Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991.

(H)

Pannenberg, Wolfhart. Systematic Theology, 3 vols. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991, 1994, 1997.

(H)

Pieper, Franz A. O. Christian Dogmatics, 3 vols. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1917-

1924. (CL)

Pike, J. A., and W. N. Pittinger. The Faith of the Church. New York: National Council,

Protestant Episcopal Church, 1951. (MA)

Pinnock, Clark and Robert C. Brow. Unbounded Love: A Good News Theology for the 21st

Century. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1994.

Pittenger, William Norton. Process-Thought and Christian Faith. Digswell Place, Hertfordshire,

U.K.: James Nisbet and Co., 1968. (P)

Pittenger, William Norton. Catholic Faith in a Process Perspective. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books,

1981. (P)

Pope, William Burt Pope. A Compendium of Christian Theology, 3 vols. New York: Phillips &

Hunt, n.d. (MM)

Preus, Robert D. The Theology of Post-Reformation Lutheranism, 2 vols. St. Louis: Concordia

Publishing House, 1970. (CL)

Purkiser, W. T., ed. Exploring our Christian Faith. Kansas City, MO: Beacon Hill Press, 1960.

(CM)

Purkiser, W. T., Richard S. Taylor, and Willard H. Taylor. God, Man, & Salvation: A Biblical

Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1977. (CM)

Quick, O. C. Doctrines of the Creed. London: Nisbet and Co., 1938. (MA)

Rahner, Karl. Foundations of Christian Faith. New York: Seabury Press, 1978. (LC)

Rahner, Karl. Theological Investigations, 17 vols. Baltimore: Helicon Press and other publishers,

1961-1982. (LC)

Ruether, Rosemary Radford. Sexism and God-Talk: Toward a Feminist Theology. Boston:

Beacon Press, 1983. (Lib)

Ryrie, Charles. Basic Theology. Wheaton, IL: Victor Press, 1986. (CB)

Schleiermacher, Daniel F. E. Christian Faith. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1928. (L)

Schlink, Edmund. Theology of the Lutheran Confessions. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1961.
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(CL)

Schmaus, Michael. Dogma, 2 vols. New York: Sheed and Ward, 1968-1977. (CC)

Schmid, Heinrich. Doctrinal Theology of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Minneapolis:

Augsburg, 1899. (CL)

Segundo, Paul Juan Luis. Liberation of Theology. Marknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1976. (Lib)

Shedd, William G. T. Dogmatic Theology, 3 vols. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1889.

(MR)

Smith, George D. The Teaching of the Catholic Church: A Summary of Catholic Doctrine, 2 vols.

London: Burns and Oates, 1948. (CL)

Spykman, Gordon J. Reformational Theology: A New Paradigm for Doing Dogmatics. Grand

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992. (MR)

Strong, Augustus Hopkins Strong. Systematic Theology. Philadelphia: Judson Press, 1907. (CB)

Stroup, George W. The Promise of Narrative Theology: Recovering the Gospel in the Church.
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Final Exam

Section 1 – Theology Intro

1. Why do we need to study theology?

2. What does it mean to say that theology is a "science"?

3. What is the Wesleyan quadrilateral?

4. Define ‘systematic theology’.

5. How important is tradition on our theology?

Section 2 - Bibliology

1. Define "inspiration".

2. What is the relationship between "inspiration and illumination"? How are they

different, but how are they one act of the Spirit? 

3. What is the constitutional role of Scripture for the Christian community?

4. What is the relationship between revelation and Scripture? Which has priority?

Is Scripture a vehicle for revelation?  Is there any new revelation today?

5. Define deductive and inductive methods as used in Bible study.

Section 3 – Theology  Proper

1. What is meant by "general revelation"?

2. How does one come to know God?

3. Tell me how it is possible for man to know God.

4. Who is God?

Section 4 Handout & God's Character

1. Is God a “Being"?

2. What does "God as Spirit" and "God as Person" mean?

3. Explain the trinity.

4. What is the meaning of "omni" in relation to God's

presence, knowledge and power?

5. What does it mean to say that God's creative act was free and loving?

6. What is the role of each person of the Trinity in the creative act?

Section 5 - Angeology

1. What is the function of angels, and who are the demons?

2. How will we ‘judge’ angels?


Section 6 - Anthropology

1. How does determinism (predestination) and autonomy (free will) fit together?

2. Define trichotomy and dichotomy.

3. What does "imputation" mean in anthropology?

4. How are we made in God’s image?

5. Can unregenerate man do ‘good’ deeds?  Can he be loving?

6. What is the importance of church?

7. What is the ‘age of accountability’?

Section 7 - Harmatology

1. From where does sin arise?

2. What is the first sin – most people say pride – could it be jealousy?

3. Define sin.

4. Can you practice sin and still be saved?

5. How did sin enter the world through just one man?

6. How do we know our sin is forgiven?

7. Interpret Romans 5:12-21.

8. What is the original sin man committed?

9. What are the results of sin in the human situation?

Section 8 - Soteriology

1. Define the five points of Calvinism.

2. What are four reasons Arminians fault the Calvinist doctrine of Election?

What does the Arminian believe about election in relation to God's eternal

decision?

3. What is the difference between supralapsarianism and infralapsarianism?

What is theological significance about the shift from one to the other?

4. Define ‘soteriology’? 

5. Can someone ‘loose’ their salvation?

6. Distinguish between "perseverance of the saints" and "eternal

security"?

Section 9 -  Christology

1. Define "Christology .”

2. Prove that Jesus is God.

3. What is the function versus ontology debate? 

4. What is the fundamental revelation of God in Jesus Christ?

5. In what ways did Jesus share in true humanness?

6. What is the foundation for affirming Jesus as a true human?

7. What is the foundation for affirming Jesus as truly God?

8. Please define:

a. Arianism.

b. Apollinarianism.

c. Nestorianism.

d. Eutychianism.

e. Communicatio Idiomatum.

9. How does the terms "Word" and "Son" reflect the deity of Jesus?

10. What is kenosis?

11. What role did Jesus have in creation?

12. Why is the virgin birth necessary?

13. Is Jesus still omni-pressent?

14. What is the significance of communion?

Section 10 – Pneumatology 

1. Is the Holy Spirit a ‘self determinate’ ‘being’ like Jesus?

2. Despite its form, in the Old Testament, what did the Spirit's presence provide?

3. What is the relationship between Christology and pneumatology?

4. What is the function of the Holy Spirit?

5. What is the significance of Pentecost?

6. If the Holy Spirit is the 3rd member of the trinity, where will He be in eternity?

7. What does it mean to be ‘baptized’ in the Holy Spirit?

8. Are the gifts of the Spirit still operating in the church today?

Section 11 - Ecclesiology 
1. What is the purpose of the church?

2. Is there any Biblical reason to have denominations?

3. How is the church the ‘body of Christ’?

4. What is the difference between outreach as evangelism and service?

Section 12 – Eschatology

1. When will the rapture take place?  In your answer, just give me scripture with no explanation or added thoughts.  You can use as many scriptures as you wish.
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4 types of Theology and what they cover:

		I.EXEGETICAL
THEOLOGY 


A.Books of the Bible-Sole source of Faith

B.Text of the Bible


1.Bibliology

2.Textual Criticism


3.Hermeneutics


4.Exegesis


C.Contents of the Bible


1.Biblical Archaeology


2.Biblical History


3.Biblical Theology

4. Inductive Study

 --------------


Object: Truth

Aim: biblical interpretation

		II.HISTORICAL 
THEOLOGY


A.Ecclesiastical or Church History


1.Chronological


2.Territorial


3.Denominational


B.Doctrinal History--History of Doctrines


 1. Based on tradition

 2. Should not be used to filter Biblical Truth, yet many (especially reform theologians make it mandatory in their interpretation of Scripture. 


 


--------------


Object: tradition

Aim: historical perspective 

		III.SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 

A.Apologetics


B.Dogmatics


1.Systematization of Biblical truth


2. Developing Doctrine in a methodical way.

--------------


Object: Doctrine

Aim: systematic 
construction

		IV.PRACTICAL 
THEOLOGY


A.Homiletics


B.Liturgics


C. Evangelism


D. Ecclesiology


E. Benevolence

 


 


 


 


 


 


--------------


Object: the Church as the agency for 


Proclaiming Truth

Aim: effective equipping, evangelizing, and serving






