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Hermeneutics 
Pastor Brett Peterson, Ph.D.

Know the Truth, live the Truth, proclaim the Truth

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course, we will study the process of interpreting scripture.  Holding to our mission, we will identify how to practically apply such truth in a way that it allows the student to integrate the classroom experience with practical ministry. 
        Thus, we will study the high call of God and Biblical standards for interpreting and applying the Word of God, in a manner that is both exegetically sound and relevant to use this method in ministry. 


OBJECTIVES:

1. The student will be able to understand and explain Theological ideas and Biblical instruction regarding hermeneutics and its fundamental methodology.

2. The student will be able to evaluate contemporary textual criticism from a biblical perspective.

Student will have a grasp of the language of Biblical interpretation.

Should be able to state the differences between true hermeneutics and higher textual criticism and give a Biblical answer to refute or defend.

Develop a theological framework for interpreting scripture based on sound rules of interpretation on which to build the rest of your schooling on as well as any ministry you are or will be involved in.

3. The student will be able to apply the rules of hermeneutics to interpreting scripture

4. The student will be able to summarize the steps to rightly dividing the Word of Truth.

MEETING PLACE AND TIME:

We will be meeting at our Forbes Campus in the main classroom Thursday mornings from 10:30-12:00PM.  
NOTE: If you can’t make it or are running late, you must call me prior to class.  

AVAILABILITY FOR CONSULTATION / QUESTIONS / PRAYER:

I will be available to discuss your internship.  I will always be available by phone.

Hm. 949-888-5777, Cell. 949-677-0903 or e-mail: pastorbrett@ccbcu.edu.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. READING
-Virkler 
-Handouts


2. LECTURE
All lectures must be attended or viewed online via our Nautilus program.

3. RESEARCH / PAPER    A 7-15 page research paper will be due the last day of class.  






For extra credit turn it in the class before the final exam.


4. HOMEWORK
consisting of assigned reading, guided research, and presentations.


NOTE:  Some of the guided research will involve interviewing you Pastor on how he studies scripture and presenting to the class a summary of that interview.

REQUIRED MATERIALS:

-3 ring notebook/binder, notepaper or laptop for taking notes, Bible, writing instrument.

-A good Computer Bible study software – e-sword is excellent and free!  www.e-sword.net

~ You can use the computers in the lab at Coastland University for this ~

GRADING:

This course uses the grading system as defined in the Catalog and student handbook, ranging from an ‘A’ to an ‘F’.  

1. Class Attendance.

This is a must. It is, of course, expected that you will have read the required

material before you come to class (except for the first day). Class

participation (including attentiveness) is expected.

2. Research Paper

a. Choose a problematic passage to apply the steps of hermeneutics to and interpret it

b. Explain the Biblical precedent involved and reflect on its meaning and application 

c. Compare your interpretation to 5 commentaries on the passage and explain how and why they agree or disagree with your conclusion.

The paper should be 10-15 pages in length. It is due on the 13th class (the week of April 23th), at which time you may give a 5 minute presentation on your paper for extra credit.

You may submit this paper by email.

NOTE: A grade will be submitted only after the you have 1) turned in assigned homework, 2) submitted the term paper, and 3) watched the video for any missed live classes and turned in a summary of the class you missed.

Eph 4:14  says, “As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming”

This study will build your faith.  We are told in Ephesians 2:19-20  “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,  (20)  having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,”
Many have diverted from sound doctrine, so it is imparitive that a new generation of Bible scholars arise and contend for the faith!  We are told in Timothy;

2Ti 4:3  “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires”

We need good Ministers and Pastors, who study God’s Word, and stay on the narrow road of discovering truth!  I pray that this will be just the beginning of a lifetime of study, and that through it all you learn how to ‘Stay the course’ and properly minister to God’s people and this world.

II Timothy 3:16 'All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness' 

As we ‘keep the faith’ we must consider our task – it is beyond simply ‘having’ faith.  It suggests that we ‘guard the faith’.  

1Ti 6:20  “O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge"—

How can we guard what we don’t understand?  How can we understand if we don’t study?  We are compelled to study God’s Word.  
Be blessed as you seek and serve our Lord,  Pastor Brett Peterson

Weekly Schedule

	Week Of 
	Reading / Homework

	January 17th
	Introduction

	January 24th
	Definitions

	January 31st
	Bible Translations

	February 7th
	Virkler Chapter 1

	February 14th
	Inductive Method

	February 21st
	Virkler Chapter 2

	February 28th
	Process of Hermenuetics

	March 7th
	Home work 1 Due

	March 14th
	Virkler Chapter 3

	March 21st
	Midterm

	March 28th
	Spring Break – Christ is Risen!

	April 4th
	Virkler Chapter 4

	April 11th
	Virkler Chapter 5

	April 18th
	Pastor Brett’s process booklet, Home work 2 Due

	April 25th
	Virkler Chpt. 6 & 7

	May 2nd
	Final Exam


1
1
( Page 3

