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Inductive Bible Study

   Coastland Christian Bible College & University

    Pastor Brett Peterson 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The student will develop a personal Bible study system based on the inductive method and learn how to utilize that method for personal Bible study, devotions, and teaching.

MEETING PLACE AND TIME
Forbes Campus. 7:30-9:00 PM.  If you can not make it to a class or if you will be late, you MUST call the instructor prior to your absence.  949-677-0903 

 AVAILABILITY FOR CONSULTATION / QUESTIONS / PRAYER
I  will be available before and after class.  I will always be available by phone.

Cell: 949-677-0903, Office. 800-TO-STUDY or e-mail pastorbrett@ccbcu.edu.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS


1. READING




Handouts


2. LECTURE


Class attendance is very important.  50% of your grade will be 


classroom participation.  If you have to miss a lecture, you can make it up.

3. RESEARCH 

Each student will be given homework weekly.  They will present their findings at the following class.

BOOKS NEEDED

A Bible dictionary or a good Bible study software program (like e-sword – it’s free!)

Pop quize!

I. We are commanded to “rightly divide the Word”  What does that mean?

II. How do you study the Bible now?

III. What do you expect to get out of this class?

I. The Process of Inductive Bible Study

This will give you an overview of the OIA method.

I.  Pray

It is the Holy Spirit that enlightens our mind and moves our heart to the truth contained in scripture - this step is essential!

II.  Read the text in context several times - until you can tell the story by memory.

It has been said that Pastor Chuck Smith read the text about 50 times before he begins to interpret it!

As you read, take note of natural breaks in main thoughts.  Also single out words or phrases that you don’t understand or that are important to rightly interpret the passage.

III.  Outline the Text

Most of the Bible is outlined thought to thought.  The only exception is Epistles, which have an introduction, a summary statement, and a closing in addition to the thought for thought  outline.

IV.  Make Observations

This is where you begin to ‘chart’ the text.  The observation column is where you record key words and phrases, and words you do not understand that need further study.

Most people are naturally bad observers.  It takes practice to learn how to pick out the ‘diamonds’ in passages of scripture.

We want only the facts here - do not try to interpret - record the ‘who, what, when, where, key words, etc.’

V.  Cross Reference

Remember, we interpret scripture with scripture.  Find relevant scriptures that assist you in understanding, defining, or interpreting the text, word, or phrase you are addressing.

VI.  Interpret the Text

In the next column, you now interpret the word or phrase you observed and cross referenced.  Always take the most literal, simple, natural meaning of the word or phrase you are considering.

-If their is a concept in the OT and NT, the NT takes precedence.

-Remember, use the natural, common, most basic meaning of words and phrases.

-This is God’s Holy and sacred Word - it is more important than our interpretation of it.

-The more you do inductive study, the easier this will become.

VII.  Apply the Text


Not just hearers, but effectual doers of the Word!


-This is the ‘so what’ column in your chart.  How does this affect me or those in my realm of influence?


Ask the following key questions beginning with ‘are there’:

-examples to follow

-sin to forsake

-errors to avoid

-promises to believe

-commands to obey

-actions to take

-theological truths to proclaim


This step give your study depth and meaning - it make the Word of God come alive, as you change your life to conform to God’s truth!

It also encourages others as you share these truths with others.

VIII.  Proclaim the Gospel!

From here, we will cover how to organize your inductive charts into a sermon you can preach or a bible study that you can lead!

As you share God’s truth with others, you solidify that truth in your heart and mind, and you encourage them!


-have you ever been having a bad day, and a Christian brother or sister calls you and shares a scripture with you?  It changes your whole perspective!  


-Lets encourage one another!

In this class, you are expected to find someone or even a small group you can share what you are studying with.

Outlining the Text
The purpose of outlining the text is to make you examine the text at the very essence of it’s structure, and to break it down to cohesive thoughts that you can easily handle when you begin to observe and interpret the passage.

As you go through the process of outlining the text, you will isolate each complete thought and idea into understandable ‘bites’ that you can meditate on and digest.

We will cover two forms of outlining for this class:


-simple form, which can be used for any passage of scripture.


-epistle form, which helps us break down the Epistles.

Simple Form of Outline

In this form, we simply make our way through the text and look for the main ideas being presented, finding where each thought begins and ends.  The process is as follows:

1.  Read the text several times and note the main ideas or sections.

2.  List the main ideas with the verses that frame that section.
3.  Between main points, list any sub-points as appropriate.
Your handout has an example of Epistle form (page 8). Simple form is like this without those elements required in the Epistle form.

The first form we will tackle as a class is the Epistle form.

Epistles

 These are apostolic letters to the church. The New Testament contains twenty-one in all. They are divided into two Types:

1.  Pauline Epistles, fourteen in number, including Hebrews. These are not arranged in the New Testament in the order of time as to their composition, but rather according to the rank of the cities or places to which they were sent. Who arranged them after this manner is unknown.

In with Paul’s Epistles are those to individuals - known as  the Pastoral Epistles.

 2. The General Epistles are those addressed to Christians in general. Three are written by John, two by Peter, and one each by James and Jude. 

Most Epistles follow a very logical sequence since they are written in a letter form (except Hebrews and I John).   In this form, as we read through the text we want to identify the following:

1.  Introduction.  The introduction will contain the greeting and at times the thanksgiving section of the text.

2.  Summarizing or purpose statement.  You will often times find a statement of why this letter is being written after the introduction.  Typically this is a brief statement that expresses the key issue the Epistle will be dealing with and sets the mood for the whole Book.
3.  Main teaching.  This is the heart of the Epistle.  Different ideas or topics will be developed through several verses.  Note that sometimes the thought will only be in a few verses, and at other times you will find a thought traversing several verses and or chapters!

Remember that chapter and verse divisions were added to the text, so do not rely on them to help you ‘rightly divide’ the passage.

As in the simple outline form, you may also find sub-points within a main topic or idea section.
4.  Closing.  This could include greetings to the Church receiving the letter, concluding remarks,  benedictatory  thoughts, or a final challenge to the recipients.
Turn to page 8 for an example - Titus. 

Homework Assignment # 2 

Outline Philemon, Appendix page 6.  

Outline of Galatians 1:1-24, 6:11-18

I.  Introduction  vs. 1-5

A.  Greeting vs. 1-5

B.  Praise/prayer not in this Epistle

II.  Summary Statement vs. 6-10

A.  Problem vs. 6-7

B.  No other Gospel allowed vs. 8-9

C.  Paul’s desire to please God & not man. Vs. 10

III.  Main Teaching 11-end of the book, Ch. 6, vs. 10

A.  Paul was taught from Jesus Himself. Vs. 11-17

B.  Paul meets with Peter. Vs. 18-24

IV.  Closing 6:11-18

A.  Paul authenticate this letter. Vs. 11

B.  Peace to those who agree with the true Gospel. Vs.12-16

C.  Paul’s Forbearance. Vs.17

D.  Benediction. Vs. 18

Charting

Observation, Cross Reference, Interpretation, Application

I.  Make Observations

This is where you begin to ‘chart’ the text.  The observation column is where you record key words and phrases, and words you do not understand that need further study.

Most people are naturally bad observers.  It takes practice to learn how to pick out the ‘diamonds’ in passages of scripture.

We want only the facts here - do not try to interpret - record the ‘who, what, when, where, key words, etc.’

II.  Cross Reference

Remember, we interpret scripture with scripture.  Find relevant scriptures that assist you in understanding, defining, or interpreting the text, word, or phrase you are addressing.

III.  Interpret the Text

In the next column, you now interpret the word or phrase you observed and cross referenced.  Always take the most literal, simple, natural meaning of the word or phrase you are considering.

-If their is a concept in the OT and NT, the NT takes precedence.

-Remember, use the natural, common, most basic meaning of words and phrases.

-This is God’s Holy and sacred Word - it is more important than our interpretation of it.

-The more you do inductive study, the easier this will become.

IV.  Apply the Text


Not just hearers, but effectual doers of the Word!


-This is the ‘so what’ column in your chart.  How does this affect me or those in my realm of influence?


Ask the following key questions beginning with ‘are there’:

-examples to follow

-sin to forsake

-errors to avoid

-promises to believe

-commands to obey

-actions to take

-theological truths to proclaim

This step give your study depth and meaning - it make the Word of God come alive, as you change your life to conform to God’s truth!

Charting Galatians 1:1-7

	VERSE
	OBSERVATION
	CR
	INTERPRETATION
	APPLICATION

	1
	Paul, Apostle sent by Jesus
	I Cor.12:27-31
	Paul was sent by Jesus Himself, and therefore equal with  other Apostles
	Being an Apostle is one of the gifts of the Spirit, I will be open to be used as the Holy Spirit wants me to be used.

	3
	Grace and Peace
	most Pauline Epistles
	Grace is the typical Greek greeting, Peace is the typical Hebrew greeting, together they fulfill man’s needs.
	Grace in Jesus  has to come before you can experience true peace.  I will live in the Grace of God and experience His peace, that transcends understanding.

	4
	Will of God
	Acts 2:23
	God is not willing that any perish under the bondage of this evil age.  We are free in Christ and through knowledge of His truth.
	I will study to understand the truth of God’s Word, which sets me free to discover God’s will for my life as I seek Him first in all things.  I will not be mastered by anything in this world.

	6
	Astonished
	
	Dumbfounded, Amazed, suggests something that is completely reprehensible.  “I just can’t believe it”
	I will be shocked by any Christian who compromises the gospel and his faith, and I will , in love, rebuke them and attempt to bring them into truth.

	
	One who called you by the grace of Christ.
	
	No man comes unto the Father unless the Holy Spirit draws him.  The Holy Spirit is the one who calls us.
	I will submit to the Lordship of Jesus Christ by obeying the prompting of the Holy Sprit and allowing my life to be led by Him in all things.

	7
	Confusion
	
	To trouble mentally, agitate,  to go against sound reason.
	I will not be sidetracked by false doctrine.  I will so love the truth that the Holy Spirit will give me clarity and discernment in all matters.

	
	Pervert
	
	completely change something’s natural meaning or intent.
	I will proclaim a simple gospel that teaches Christ and Him crucified and resurrected, and that Salvation comes completely by grace through faith in Him.

	8
	if we or an Angel preach another Gospel
	
	Paul is making it clear - this is the Gospel and it will never change, even if an Angel appears to try to change it.
	I will teach the Gospel as presented in God’s Word, and I will never by swayed to believe any other doctrine that is not in scripture.   on all faith, practice, and doctrine.


The Seven Rules of Bible Interpretation 

               "And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to

               pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the

               morning star arises in your hearts. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of

               Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation." (2 Peter 1:19,20 NAS) 

               We can't have a "sure word" about the meaning of Scripture (or anything else)

               unless we have a sure method to interpret the words. The following seven rules

               are the center of all grammatical interpretation. They have been accepted and

               used by scholars from Socrates to the present. While my hope is that they will be

               used to "rightly divide the word of truth" of the Holy Bible, they are equally

               applicable to legal, historical, and other such language. 

               Since the Bible teaches that God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33),

               how can the many disagreements today between Christians and the proliferation

               of the cults be explained since all, or nearly all, claim to use the Bible as the

               basis of their doctrines? Nearly all false doctrines taught today by Christians and

               cultists alike can be traced to the distortion of the meaning of Biblical words.

               These seven rules are prayerfully offered in the hope that they may help many

               come to the truth of what God says in His Word. 

               Guy Duty said in his book Divorce and Remarriage writes: 

               "When two interpretations are claimed for a Scripture, the construction most in

               agreement with all the facts of the case should be adopted. When all the facts of

               an interpretation are in agreement they sound together in harmony, like notes

               in a chord. 

               "Biblical interpretation is more than knowing a set of rules, but it cannot be done

               without the rules. So, learn the rules, and rightly apply them...." 

               (Divorce and Remarriage, Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1967) 

               Here are the seven rules: 

               1) The rule of DEFINITION: What does the word mean? Any study of Scripture

               must begin with a study of words. Define your terms and then keep to the terms

               defined. The interpreter should conscientiously abide by the plain meaning of

               the words. This quite often may require using a Hebrew/English or

               Greek/English lexicon in order to make sure that the sense of the English

               translation is understood. A couple of good examples of this are the Greek words

               "allos" and "heteros". Both are usually translated as "another" in English - yet

               "allos" literally means "another of the same type" and "heteros" means "another

               of a different type." 

2)  The rule of USAGE:

A.  Who it was written by and for.

B.  How the words and phrases were used in their historical / cultural context.

 It must be remembered that the Old Testament was

               written originally by, to and for Jews. The words and idioms must have been

               intelligible to them - just as the words of Christ when talking to them must have

               been. The majority of the New Testament likewise was written in a milieu of

               Greco-Roman (and to a lesser extent Jewish) culture and it is important to not

               impose our modern usage into our interpretation. It is not worth much to interpret

               a great many phrases and histories if one's interpretations are shaded by

               pre-conceived notions and cultural biases, thereby rendering an inaccurate and

               ineffectual lesson. 

3)  The rule of CONTEXT: 

A.  The passage must be interpreted in light of what comes before and after it.

B.  Ask, what is the content of the entire text and then interpret it in light of all  of scripture.

The meaning must be gathered from the context.

               Every word you read must be understood in the light of the words that come

               before and after it. Many passages will not be understood at all, or understood

               incorrectly, without the help afforded by the context. A good example of this is

               the Mormon practice of using 1 Cor. 8:5b: "...for there be gods many and lords

               many..." as a "proof text" of their doctrine of polytheism. However, a simple

               reading of the whole verse in the context of the whole chapter (e.g. where Paul

               calls these gods "so-called"), plainly demonstrates that Paul is not teaching

               polytheism. 

4)  The rule of HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

A. The interpreter must have some awareness of the life and society of the times in which the Scripture was written.   The spiritual principle will be timeless but often can't be properly appreciated without some knowledge of the background. If the interpreter can have in his mind what the writer had in his mind when he wrote - without adding any excess  baggage from the interpreter's own culture or society - then the true thought of the Scripture can be captured resulting in an accurate interpretation. Oliver Wendell Holmes said, "Our only interest in the past is for the light it throws upon the present." 

               5) The rule of LOGIC: Interpretation is merely logical reasoning. When

               interpreting Scripture, the use of reason is everywhere to be assumed.

A.  Does the interpretation make sense? The Bible was given to us in the form of human  language and therefore appeals to human reason - it invites investigation. It is to  be interpreted as we would any other volume: applying the laws of language and  grammatical analysis. As Bernard Ramm said: 

               "What is the control we use to weed out false theological speculation? Certainly

               the control is logic and evidence... interpreters who have not had the sharpening

               experience of logic...may have improper notions of implication and evidence.

               Too frequently such a person uses a basis of appeal that is a notorious violation

               of the laws of logic and evidence." (Protestant Biblical Interpretation, Boston:W.

               A. Wilde, 1956) 

               6) The rule of PRECEDENT: We must not violate the known usage of a word

               and invent another for which there is no precedent. Just as a judge's chief

               occupation is the study of previous cases, so must the interpreter use

               precedents in order to determine whether they really support an alleged

               doctrine. Consider the Bereans in Acts 17:10-12 who were called "noble"

               because they searched the Scriptures to determine if what Paul taught them was

               true. 

               7) The rule of INFERENCE: An inference is a fact reasonably implied from

               another fact. It is a logical consequence. It derives a conclusion from a given

               fact or premise. It is the deduction of one proposition from another proposition.

               Such inferential facts or propositions are sufficiently binding when their truth is

               established by competent and satisfactory evidence. Competent evidence

               means such evidence as the nature of the thing to be proved admits.

               Satisfactory evidence means that amount of proof which would ordinarily satisfy

               an unprejudiced mind beyond a reasonable doubt. Jesus used this rule when he

               proved the resurrection of the dead to the unbelieving Sadducees in Matt.

               22:23-33. 

               Learning these seven rules and properly applying them will help keep any

               interpreter from making errors and will hopefully alleviate many of the

               disagreements unfortunately present in Christianity today. 

               "A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding

               shall attain unto wise counsels: to understand a proverb, and the interpretation."

               (Prov. 1:5,6) 

Why are there so many Interpretations of the Bible?

How do false doctrines arise?  By people who do not know the Bible interpreting it by their limited knowledge and in light of their own experience.

“When all else fails, read the instructions.”

This applies to the Bible also!   We must read it and study it to rightly interpret it!

A basic principle of reading the Bible more effectively lies in this simple fact: 

WHY THE BIBLE IS DIFFICULT TO READ?

If you find the Bible difficult to read in places, it's probably because it sometimes is difficult to read! Once we accept this fact and realize that God has a purpose in this, then frustration turns to challenge. Millions of readers work the Sunday crossword puzzle. How many spend a few minutes of time to unlock the puzzles of Scripture? 

Always remember:
"It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is to search out a matter." Proverbs 25:2 

WHY DID JESUS SPEAK IN PARABLES?

The disciples posed this question to Jesus in Matthew 13:10. His answer reveals that it is a separation process: 

"Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given" 

(If a question of whether or not this is fair arises, consider Paul's comment in Romans 9:18-21). 

TO WHOM IS TRUTH REVEALED?

To "babes:" Matthew 11:25 

Not to those who consider themselves wise or "learned:" 1 Corinthians 1:17-31 

HOW DOES ONE GAIN UNDERSTANDING?

Prayerful reading of God's Word. 

Application of time and energy. 

Slowly and carefully. 

UNDERSTANDING IS PROMISED TO THOSE WHO SEEK DILIGENTLY!

We must ask in faith (and this involves prayer), but understanding is assured if we are patient to receive it. 

"Ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. " Matthew 7:7-8 

"If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind." James 1:5-6 

